3 December 2021

Message from Mrs Jennings
Dear Parents and Girls
The 2021 academic year ended suddenly this week after a full and exciting year due to the pandemic. We are
grateful to have had a day with each cohort of girls this week to be able to say good-bye and conclude with
our final assembly, prize givings and Grade 7 Farewell. To those girls and parents/guardians who were unable to
join in person, we do hope you connected virtually and or have taken the time to view the recordings of all the
events this week which will remain available on our school’s website for the holidays. The link for the events is
St Mary's DSG Live Streaming Events.

Foundation Phase Prize Giving
Thank you to Mrs Molver, our Head of the Foundation Phase, for organising the Foundation Phase Prize Giving, so
ably supported by the Foundation Phase teachers. This special event gave the community the opportunity to
celebrate the accomplishments of our Grade 1, 2 and 3 girls at the end of another successful year of learning
and growing. Thank you to the teachers and parents for your dedicated commitment and encouragement that
ensured that every girl reached new milestones on her unique journey. Girls, you can be proud of all that you
have achieved. A big heartfelt round of applause to all the prize winners, you so deserve it for the hard work
and effort you have put in.
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Intersen Phase Prize Giving
Thank you to Mrs Whitelaw, our Deputy Head of Academics, for organising the Intersen Phase Prize Giving and
for ensuring that all the prize winners, in the hall and attending virtually, were duly acknowledged and
celebrated. It was very special to have a few parents in the hall with us on Wednesday for this event to
celebrate the achievements of the Grade 4, 5, 6 and 7 girls. Thank you to Mrs Howard, our Head of School, for
sharing the learnings from the story of Humpty Dumpty with us all in her address and reminding us of how we, like
Humpty Dumpty, can practice agility and a growth mindset when faced with challenges and obstacles.
Congratulations to all the prize winners and especially our Grade 7 girls who were acknowledged for their
academic and cultural accomplishments and strength of character. We look forward with hope to 2022 to be
able to award sport achievements again. Congratulations to St David for winning the Interhouse Trophy this
year!

4 Nov and 5 Nov 2021
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The top awards went to:

The Bishop Michael Nuttall Courtesy Cup - Choë Webber

The Pam and Roger Wickens Good Fellowship Floating Trophy - Ontiretse Koikanyang

The Daughter of the King Award - Daniela del Gallo, Ayola Gaxa, Scarlett Lim Ah Tock, Kitso Mosaka
and Megan Weitzman

The Principal’s Prize - Oarabile Sindane

CSMV Award - Addison de Villiers, Liyema Juta, Ontiretse Koikanyang, Amogelang Khomo, Jessica
Loubser and Chloë Webber

Academic Awards for 3 Top Scoring Grade 7 students:

Mikaela Ndjapa-Ndamkou
(3rd place)

Scarlett Lim Ah Tock
(Dux of the Junior School)

Addison de Villiers
(2nd place)

Grade 7 Farewell Chapel Service
Due to Covid, we were unable to host the event we had planned,
but we are grateful that the Grade 7 Class of 2021 could meet at
school with their parents/guardians to conclude their Junior School
Journey on Wednesday, 1 December. Thank you to Rev Vernon
Foster, our Junior School Chaplain, and our Grade 7 Form teachers
for preparing and hosting a very special service in honour of the
Grade 7 Class of 2021. Thank you to Onalerona Laote and Jessica
Loubser for sharing highlights from their Junior School journey with
their peers. At this service each Grade 7 girl is invited to receive a
candle and a bookmark with the School’s Prayer and the Grade 7
Prayer as a reminder that everyone carries the light of God with them wherever they may go. In honour of
the girls who were unable to join us in person, candles were lit.
Our school motto reads… if she believes in herself, she will fly. In the work concluded with Mrs Egbe Adeoye
this year she questioned whether we should change this motto to rather say … when she believes in
herself, she will fly. “When” provides us with more certainty and claims a date and time in the future when
every girl will believe in herself and will fly. “If” reminds us that it is a choice to believe and then you will fly.
To the grade 7 Class of 2021: as you reach the end of your Grade 7 year, it is my reflection that each one
of you has made the choice to believe in yourself, you have already experienced the joy of flight, and you
are preparing for your moment of lift in new areas of development. Farewell, Grade 7 Class of 2021. You
are ready for the moment of lift as you start your senior school journey.
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Message from Mrs Jennings - continued

Gift from the Grade 7 Class of 2021
Thank you to the parents and girls of the
Grade 7 Class of 2021 for the beautiful gift
of two large outdoor pots with Spekbooms
that have been placed at the entrance to
the Junior School reception. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated and it is
wonderful for this class to be able to return
to this legacy gift in the future and know
that they made a contribution in
recognition of all they gained from their
Junior School journey.
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Message from Mrs Jennings - continued
Farewells
After many years of service to our school in Aftercare, we wish Mrs Elinore Barnes a
happy and fulfilling retirement. We thank her for the support and love she has shown to
every girl in her care in the afternoons over the years. We will miss you, Mrs Barnes.
Mrs Genis, our school’s Catering Manager, is also retiring after more than 30 years of
service to St Mary’s DSG. We thank her for providing the community with delicious
meals and beautifully catered events and wish her a happy and fulfilling retirement.
Mr Peter Mahasa, a member of our Estates team, who cares for the
gardens in the Senior School, is also retiring this year after many years of
faithful service to the school. We thank him for his loyalty and the pride he took in his work
and wish him a happy and fulfilling retirement.
We bid farewell to Mrs Juliet Le Fleur and thank her for teaching Grade 6 and 7 Natural
Science this year. We are grateful to her for stepping in so ably to assist us and share her
passion for the Sciences with our girls. Mrs Le Fleur will remain at St Mary’s DSG next year,
and will be teaching Life Sciences and Mathematics in the Senior
School.
We also say farewell to Mrs Maria Mankge and thank her for teaching Grade 6 Maths this
year. We wish her everything of the best as she pursues her studies further in education
and new doors open for her.

Farewell to all our girls who will be leaving at the end of the year and moving to new schools. Thank you for
the opportunity we have had to get to know you. We are sad that it is time for you to leave but wish you
God’s richest blessings on your journeys. You will always be Daughters of the King and we will follow your
progress with interest.
Grade 0:

Grade 5:

Grade 7:

Candace van Schoor
Erin Mackenzie
Oretshegofaditse Matlakala

Remoneilwe Ramotshela
Katelyn Ellis

Grade 1:

Isla Mackenzie
Leseho Sello
Thatego Nokaneng
Kameira Govender
Tayla Ansell
Annie Chang
Khairoonisha Gani

Nolwazi Siziba
Keabetswe Manyane
Realogile Masoga
Thabile Morobela
Addison de Villiers
Jamila Haeri Mazanderani
Rorisang Matlala
Lesedi Mamabolo
Jessica Loubser
Thabelo Lebakeng
Chloë Webber
Thato Motimele

Ariana Gani
Grade 3:
Mahlogonolo Moifo
Veera Pillay
Oagile Mahalefa
Ava Pattenden
Grade 4:
Faye Mackenzie

Grade 6:

If she believes in herself…she will fly.
5

03 December 2021

Thank you
Thank you to all our academic, admin, estates, laundry and kitchen staff for another successful academic
year. Your daily commitment and dedication to all that you do is greatly appreciated.
As we conclude this academic year and look forward to the opportunities in 2022, we thank God for the
many blessings He has bestowed upon our school and for being our constant companion and guide on
our journey.
Best wishes to every member of the St Mary’s DSG community for a safe, happy and restful holiday and to
all our Christian families a blessed and joyous Christmas.
School re-opens on Wednesday, 12 January 2022. All girls are to return in their full summer uniform.
Kind regards

Alison Jennings

Extramural Activities 2022
A draft copy of our Junior School Extramural
Schedule for 2021 will be available on the D6 School
Communicator on Monday, 13 December.

Class News - Ms Melanie Hussein (Grade 0-4 IT)
Congratulations to Lathitha Dlulemnyango in
Grade 4C for being one of the Purple Mash
Festive Card Competition winners.
Purple Mash is one of the online platforms
used from Grade 0 to Grade 4 in the Junior
School and by many schools around South
Africa. The programme is used as part of the IT
curriculum and when integrating IT in the
classroom. The girls from Grade 0 to Grade 4
created a festive card using their choice of
online art medium. Discussions were held
around what festive means for each of us. The
girls learnt that DSG is unique in that the
‘festive season’ has so many different
meanings for our families. Some will celebrate
Christmas, others Thanksgiving, some families
have celebrated Diwali, some of us will celebrate the coming of a new year and the new opportunities we can
experience. The girls all agreed that the end of the school year and being on holiday was something to
celebrate and be grateful for and that growing and moving to the next grade held great excitement. Some
girls are still looking forward to celebrating a birthday! We agreed also that there is a strong sense of needing to
celebrate at this time of the year.
Lathitha created this card using a ‘swirly style’ of drawing and her image has been chosen as one of three
winners. The winners will have their cards displayed on the official Purple Mash Website, they will each receive
10 copies of their card in the post, and they will also receive a bag of goodies to keep them busy during the
holidays. Thank you to each girl who completed a drawing. Remember that you can sign in to Purple
Mash to show your parents the card that you created.
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Staff News
Our newly upgraded staff canteen was officially opened recently. The canteen was blessed by Father
Leonard. Mr Peter Mahasa cut the ribbon on behalf of the staff.

Grade 2 Art - Self Portraits and Leaf Printing Autumn Trees

St Mary’s DSG Term Calendar - 2022
The 2022 calendar is available on the D6 School
Communicator

372_resource_614c782b2cbb4816596191.pdf
(d6communicator.com)

School Shop Hours
Extended School Clothing Shop hours:
(Strictly by appointment only – 084 553 0720)
13-7 Jan 2022: 9:00-12:00 and 13:00 -15:00
10-11 Jan 2022: 9:00-12:00 and 13:00-15:00
12 Jan 2022: 7:00-8:00 and 13:00-15:00
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