Message from Mrs Jennings

28 May 2021

Dear St Mary’s DSG Community
World Environment and Outdoor Education Day 21 May
Last week the Junior School celebrated World Environment Day on Outdoor Classroom Day. We took
the opportunity to put a special programme together for the girls, moved the learning outside and
enjoyed our beautiful facilities. Mrs Hussein, our Head of Eco in the Junior School, planned and
coordinated the day with the teachers. The day started with an assembly in which Mrs Hussein and the
Grade 7 Eco leaders shared the important message that we all need to press the reset button and
recommit to doing our part to preserve and conserve our environment. We are fortunate to have the
Bophelo Recycling Village managed by Ms Jane Khumalo where all our waste is sorted and the
recyclable waste is sent to facilities where it can be manufactured. Following Mrs Hussein’s assembly,
Ms Jane Khumalo addressed the girls and staff on the important work that she does, explained what
we can and can’t recycle and how we should dispose of our waste. The girls had many questions for
her and showed a keen interest in this important work.
Between the breaks each grade moved to a designated area outside to work on their assigned grade
project. Each grade was allocated a recyclable item and practical projects were planned to show the
girls how materials can be recycled and upcycled rather than just dumping them in our overflowing
landfills or polluting our environment.
To end the day the girls returned to their classes to reflect on the message of the day. Each girl
received a paper footprint on which she had to write her pledge of how she would be pressing the
reset button to do her part to preserve and conserve our environment. These footprints are displayed in
the classrooms as a reminder to do something every day to look after our environment.
Parents, we encourage you and your daughters to recycle your waste at home and to bring your
cleaned and sorted recyclable waste to the Bophelo Recycling Village which is situated behind the
tennis courts. It is a small contribution we can each make to reduce the impact of our footprint on the
environment. The Centre recycles paper, cardboard, plastic, tins / cans and glass.
Kind regards

Alison Jennings
If she believes in herself…she will fly.
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World Environment and Outdoor Education Day - 21 May
Grade 0: PAPER
The Grade 0 girls learnt how to make paper from shredded paper to demonstrate what happens when we send
our paper to be recycled. They recycled paper and learnt about endangered animals on World Environment
Day.

Grade 2:
WATER

Grade 1: TIN
The Grade 1 girls reused
tins to make birdfeeders
which are now hanging
from trees in our school

The Grade
2 girls
made
water filters
to better
understand
the
filtration
system.

garden to attract birds.

Grade 3: PLASTIC
The Grade 3 girls reused plastic bottle tops to create beautiful art projects which will be displayed in the SMART
Zone for all to enjoy.
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World Environment and Outdoor Education Day - 21 May
Grade 5: GLASS

Grade 4: FOOD
The Grade 4 girls learnt more
about the process of composting
and made their own rot pots.

The Grade 5 girls learnt about the
process of glass recycling and Fr Vernon
taught them how to cut glass to
r e p u r p o s e b o t t l e s i nt o s t o r a g e
containers.

Grade 6: FURNITURE
The Grade 6 girls brought recyclable items like boxes and bottles to
school and in groups repurposed these items to make useful items for
the home like flower pots and storage organisers.
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World Environment and Outdoor Education Day - 21 May
Grade 7: CLOTHING
The Grade 7 girls brought gently used clothes to school and upcycled each item with a touch of colour, bling
and other creative elements to give each item a fresh look. All items will be donated.

Grade 5, 6 and 7 Examinations
The Grade 5, 6 and 7 girls are about to write their June examinations, commencing 4 June for the Grade 7s
and 7 June for the Grade 5s and 6s.
The purpose of examinations in Junior School is to help the girls develop good habits so that they will
become more successful when they write examinations as they get older. Whilst it is important that the girls
prepare and work hard to achieve the best results that they are capable of, it is important that they remain
calm and continue with most of their extra-murals and exercises as ‘A healthy body is a healthy mind.’
Revision will take place in their lessons next week, and we encourage the girls to use this time to ask for
assistance and for work to be retaught. It is vitally important that we have a positive attitude towards
examinations, without adding extra stress.
To best assist your daughter encourage her to exercise, sleep, rest, and believe!

Reminders
Tuckshop
Junior School girls are not allowed to visit the
Tuckshop.
Parents may order from the Tuckshop and orders
will be delivered to the Junior School at break.
Please find more information on the D6
Communicator.

PLEASE RSVP HERE TO RECEIVE THE LINK
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Student News
Leaving Students:

New Student:

We bid farewell to the following girls and their families and thank them for
the individual contributions they have made while at DSG and for enriching
our lives in the time they spent as members of this family. We wish them all
of the best in their new schools:

Welcome to Isabel Jimenez
Borras and her family who
will be joining Grade 3M.

Tshedza Magwaba

Kiran Lewis Gr 6X

Ela Lewis Gr 3F

We wish you many happy
and fulfilling years at our
school.

Sharvi Anand Gr 2R

Scholarships 2022

Scarlett Lim Ah Tock

Drama Scholarship

Oarabile Sindane

Exhibition Scholarship

Closed Centenary
Scholarship for
Academics and
Music:

Sport Scholarship

Congratulations to the following St Mary’s DSG Junior School girls, who have been offered scholarships to
the Senior School in 2022. Thank you to all the wonderful staff in our Junior School who provide an excellent
foundation for our Junior School girls to fly in the Senior School.

Masego Bokwa

Liyema Juta

Daniella Fosu-Amoah

Amogelang Khomo

Kitso Mosaka

Priella Nsubuga

Nqobile Lukhozi

Mikaela Ndjapa-Ndamkou

Megan Weitzman

Thabile Morobela

Chloë Webber
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Outreach - Mrs N Zwane - Head of Junior School Outreach
A big “Thank you” to the St Mary’s DSG community for the generous contributions of blankets, squares and masks.
The community managed to collect 195kg of blankets, 38kg of squares and 15kg of masks. The following
organisations received blankets, masks and squares:
Tswaragang Children’s home in Hammanskraal, Sunshine Crèche in Soshanguve, and Kid’s Cardia in Mamelodi
All the squares were donated to Knit-a-square.
Our learners were very excited to finally get the results for the long-awaited house competition. The results are as
follows:
Good morning
1 – St George (82 Kg)
I just want to appreciate your assistance in this winter, I'm really
2 – St David (79 Kg)
grateful for your support, many thanks for choosing (Kids Cadia) my
kids are very warm, please continue helping others.
3 – St Andrew (46.5 Kg)
Thank you
4 – St Patrick (39 Kg)
Lorraine Mazibuko
Congratulations to St George house and well done to all the girls for the contributions they have made to the
drive. You are all winners!

Looking ahead to Term 2 and 3:
Our Outreach Projects run over the course of the year with a strong focus on
meeting the needs of our surrounding community. The Lent Drive was an
outreach project with a whole school focus, which saw the lives of many made
just a little bit warmer during these cold winter months. The Foundation Phase
outreach project in Term 2 calls each of us to donate any school related items,
which would assist in getting the learners from a previously disadvantaged area
to school with all of their stationery requirements. Details of this project will be
shared next week.

As we are nearing our annual National Mandela Day celebration, we will be
collecting vegetables from learners in Grade 0-7. More information regarding this
project is soon to follow. In Term 3, the Intersen Phase will run their outreach project.
We invite all members of our school community to donate to these worthy causes.
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Calendars and Channels of Communication
Junior School Calendar: 29 May - 11 June
Communication this week
Mon 31 May

Value of the week: Equality
World Environment Week
08:00 Grade 0-7 Chapel (Online)
(Farewell to Tshedza, Kira, Ela and Sharvi)

Tues 1 June

17:30 Parent Talk– The Journey to School Readiness
(Online)

Wed 2 June

08:00 Grade 0-7 Assembly (Online)
18:00 Friends in Concert at St Alban’s College—Postponed

Thurs 3 June

08:00 Gr 0 – 12 Community Prayers - (Online)
09:15 Grade 4 Assessment; Grade 5-7 Revision

Fri 4 June

Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams (4-11 June)

Sat 5 June

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

•

Covid-19 positive cases
updates

•

Sport and cultural arrangements

Sun 6 June

Mon 7 June

Pastoral Matters
Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7)

Academic Matters
Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)

Value of the week: Honesty
Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams
08:00 Grade 0-7 Chapel (Online)
18:00 Town Hall Meeting with Parents (Postponed to 5 July)

Tues 8 June

Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams
18:00 Parents’ Association Committee meeting

Wed 9 June

YOUTH DAY
Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams
08:00 Grade 0-7 Assembly - Youth Day (Online)

Thurs 10 June
Fri 11 June

Junior School Channels of
Communication

Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams
Grade 5-7 Mid-Year Exams
11:00 Start of half-term for Grade 0-3
11:30 Start of half-term for Grade 4-7

Deputy of Academics
Mrs L Whitelaw
lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za

Academic Matters
Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)
Head of Foundation Phase
Mrs T Molver
tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za

Reception
Mrs C Mndau
012 366 0501
cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za

Sport
Coach N Mothiba
nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za

Aftercare

2021 SCHOOL TERMS CALENDAR
Term 2 (68
days)

Term 3
(62 days)

Start

Wednesday 28 April

Close

Friday 6 August

Half Term

CLOSE

Friday 11 June (FP 11:00 & IP 11:30)

RETURN

Monday 21 June

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za

PA to Junior School Principal
Mrs R Roelofse

Start

Tuesday 7 September

Close

Wednesday 1 December

Half Term

CLOSE

Thursday 21 October (12h00)

RETURN

Tuesday 26 October

Public Holidays

Mrs D Masimula

Friday 24 September (Heritage Day)

012 366 0543
rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za

Boarding
Director of Boarding
Mrs P Dlungwana
pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za
Operational Matters—Boarding Office
Ms Lorraine Ndwambi
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