17 September 2021

Message from Mrs Jennings
Dear Parents and Girls
It is hard to believe that we are half way through September already; this year is steam rolling towards the
end. The speed at which the weeks are flying by is a reminder to slow down and appreciate the gift of
each day. We have enjoyed another full week at school and in today’s reflection I wish to share with you
the highlights of the past week.
It was a delight to see our girls and staff arrive in their different character costumes on Tuesday for Book
Day. There was much discussion and guessing as to who each one represented. Thank you to all the
parents for supporting this day by assisting your daughter to choose her character and to help her plan and
create her costume. Thank you to Mrs Jadrijevic for organising Hooked on Books to come and showcase
new book titles for the girls to read. A number of girls, particularly in our Foundation Phase, expressed it was
their “best day ever”.
On Book Day we received a visit from Mr Mandla Mona, the Programme Manager of Centre for the Book at
the National Library of South Africa (NLSA). Our language teachers have been meeting with Mr Mona to
discuss a potential partnership between our school and the NLSA and when he heard that we would be
celebrating Book Day he wanted to come and share in the day with everyone. He made a generous
donation of six boxes filled with classic books in the eleven official languages of our country. These will be
available for the girls to access and read once they have been accessioned in the iHub. Thank you to Mrs
Zwane for making this partnership possible.
Our first Welcome Wednesday took place on 15 September. We were delighted to welcome six girls to our
school for the day and each girl was eagerly met by her dedicated buddy. The reports at the end of the
day from visitors, our girls and staff expressed how much fun everyone had had and some even declared
that they had met their new best friends. This initiative aims to introduce prospective families to our school
and an unplanned advantage is how much our current students benefitted from the day too. They had to
put into practice their social and leadership skills as they engaged with their visitors and made them feel
welcome and it also reminded the girls of why they are proud of their school, because after a very long
time they were able to invite a visitor into their school. Thank you to the teachers and girls for ensuring that
this day was a great success for everyone.
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Message from Mrs Jennings (continued)
It was wonderful to see our Grade 7 girls take the lead in their F2T groups this week and establish

connections between themselves and their sisters in their group. Thank you to Mrs Sikhosana for planning this
time the girls spent together on Wednesday. The activity was based on the picture book DOT written by
Peter Reynolds. It is the story of Vashti who became upset in Art class because she didn’t think she could
draw. Her teacher challenged her to “Just make a mark and see where it takes you.” So Vashti defiantly
jabbed the paper and made a dot, and what happened after that shows how one simple act can
snowball into something big. During F2T on Wednesday, each girl was given a dot to colour in in her house
colour and all these dots will be put together to create a “make your mark” art piece. While colouring in,
the girls were invited to share what positive mark they were making at DSG. We look forward to the next F2T
opportunity later in the term.
The third highlight on Wednesday was the launch of the Grade 5 Hydroponics project with WHPS. The girls
and boys introduced themselves to each other using the application FlipGrid and the project was
explained using the application Book Creator. Seventeen groups have been formed between the two
schools and each group will design a hydroponic system and monitor their plant growth within their
designed system. Thank you to Mrs van Wyk and Mrs Whitelaw for coordinating and facilitating this project.
We look forward to monitoring the progress over the next few weeks.
Today our Grade 6 girls will be participated in the leadership inning presented by Lead4Life. We look
forward to reflecting on this experience in next week’s newsletter.
Parents, we have received feedback from the tuckshop owner that his staff are getting pushback from
parents with the restrictions placed on what the girls can order. The Junior School has always promoted a
healthy lunchbox and, therefore, it should not be new to parents to learn that we do not want the girls to
be eating and drinking sugary treats at school. These treats can be enjoyed at home but while at school
the girls need a healthy lunch and snacks to ensure optimal brain function for learning. Please support us in
our efforts to teach our girls the importance of making healthy choices for their bodies and minds.
We received news this week that Kgothatso Mphela in Grade 5V will not be returning to
St Mary’s DSG. We bid her farewell and her and her family everything of the best at her new
school.
Please read Miss Makhafola and Mrs
Zwane’s article in today’s newsletter that
explains the rationale behind our combined
Heritage
and
Mandela
Days
on
Wednesday, 22 September, and ideas of
what to wear in celebration of this day.
Kind regards

Alison Jennings
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Sports News
U13 NETBALL
In preparation for the 2022 Senior School netball season, non-compulsory netball training
sessions for Grade 7 netball players will be offered on Wednesdays from 16:00 - 17:00. In
these sessions, Coach Dawnita Benadie will focus on getting our Grade 7 netball players fit
and ready for the 2022 season.
All Grade 7 netball players are welcome to attend the training sessions starting on
Wednesday, 22 September.
For further information please email Coach Dawnita Benadie:
dbenadie@stmarys.pta.school.za

U13 HOCKEY
Coach Vossie enjoyed the first non-compulsory training session with our Grade 7
hockey players on Wednesday afternoon. It was quite a big turn out and she is
looking forward to the rest of the training sessions. All Grade 7 hockey players
are welcome to attend the training sessions on Wednesdays from 16:00 - 17:00.
For further information please email Coach Vossie:
mvosdutoit@stmarys.pta.school.za

JUNIOR SCHOOL SWIMMING
Friday Workshop - 01 October
13:30 - 14:30 Grade 2-4 ABC teams
14:30 - 15:30 Grade 5-7 ABC teams
Friday Friendly Galas:
Venues will be confirmed.






15 October
29 October
5 November
12 November
19 November (TBC)

For further information please email Coach Suzann Strydom: sstrydom@stmarys.pta.school.za
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Outreach and Transformation & Diversity
Celebrating our school’s Heroes and Heritage
September brings with it so many “new” things. Like New Year’s Day, a wave of new beginnings, rebirths and
bloom often fills this month. Our school also celebrated its 142 nd birthday in this month. As a space of learning
and discovery, our school cannot pass up on the various opportunities for newness that this month presents.
Staying with the theme of newness and bloom, this year our school has decided to merge our Mandela Day and
Heritage Day celebrations. On Wednesday, 22 September, the Outreach and TDI portfolios will be “Celebrating
our school’s Heroes and Heritage”. It is important for our learners to celebrate the memory of our country’s hero,
Utata Nelson Mandela by honouring the heroes in our own school. Our school’s heroes work behind the scenes
to ensure that our school grounds look beautiful, that our tummies are fed, and our administrative requirements
are looked after.
Continuing with the loved Heritage Day traditions all learners and staff are encouraged to come to school
dressed in a way that celebrates and showcases their heritage. The day’s events will require physical movement,
so the following outfit options are available to learners for the day:


Cultural wear (with ski-pants underneath skirts or dresses)



Jeans or leggings and DSG shirt (P.E golf shirt or P.E round neck shirt) and you can choose to add
accessories and/or headgear that celebrate your heritage.

Our Foundation Phase learners will be performing a heritage inspired poem, dance, or song for our support staff.
Preceding the creative showcase by our youngest learners, our Intersen Phase learners will play indigenous
games with our support staff. The day’s celebrations will conclude with our Grade 7 learners hosting a tea for our
school’s heroes.
Our vegetable donation drive for Mandela Day will continue this year. We ask that the learners donate the
vegetables listed below. The vegetables will be collected by charity organisations identified by the school.

Who?

What?

When?

Grade 0F

Broccoli

Grade 0G

Cauliflower

Grade 1

Broccoli

Grade 2

Carrots

Grade 3

Cabbage

Grade 4 & 5

Potatoes

Grade 6

Butternut/ Pumpkin

Grade 7

Onions

Wednesday, 22 September

Thursday, 23 September

The vegetables can be left at the gate
on the front lawn outside the Junior
School Reception and all donations
will be sorted by the Grade 7 learners
as part of their in-reach programme.

The Outreach and Transformation, Diversity and Inclusion portfolios are looking forward to a day of excitement
and celebration as we celebrate our school’s heroes and heritage.
Ms Makhafola – Junior School Head of Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion (TDI)
Mrs Zwane- Junior School Head of Outreach
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Reminders
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Calendars and Communication
Junior School Calendar: 18 Sept - 01 Oct 2021
Sat 18 Sept
Week 3
Mon 20 Sept
Tues 21 Sept

19:00—21:00 WHPS Social for Grade 7s at Menlyn Barnyard
Value of the week: Cooperation
08:00 - 08:30 Grade 0-7 Chapel
18:00 - 19:30 Parents’ Association Committee meeting
17:00 - 19:00 Governing Body meeting

Wed 22 Sept

Heritage Day Civvies
07:30 - 08:00 Grade 0-7 Heritage Day Assembly
08:00 - 13:00 Mandela Day Activities
16:00 - 17:00 Grade 7 non-compulsory netball training with
16:00 - 17:00 Grade 7 non-compulsory hockey training with

Thur 23 Sept

09:15 - 10:00 Grade 4-7 Assessments
18:00—19:30 TDI Strategic Action Plan parent presentation by
Ms Egbe Oyegun-Adeoye and Mr Xolani Majola online

Fri 24 Sept
Week 4
Mon 27 Sept
Tues 28 Sept

Wed 29 Sept

Thur 30 Sept
Fri 01 Oct
2021
Term 3
(62 days)

Communication this week
•

Celebrating Womanhood arrangements for Grade 7

•

Welcoming Womanhood arrangements for Grade 6

•

Exploring Womanhood arrangements for Grade 5

Public Holiday - Heritage Day
Value of the week: Respect
08:00 - 08:30 Grade 0-7 Chapel
18:00 - 19:00 Grade 5 Parent Conversation
07:30 - 08:00 Grade 0-7 Assembly
07:30 - 08:30 Grade 5 Hydroponics project planning time with
WHPS
10:30 - 12:30 Grade 3 Inning
16:00 - 17:00 Grade 7 non-compulsory netball training
16:00 - 17:00 Grade 7 non-compulsory hockey training
09:15 - 10:00 Grade 4-7 Assessments
18:00 - 19:00 Grade 3 FAL Parent Talk - Online
13:30 - 14:30 Swimming Workshop (Grade 2-4 ABC)
14:30 - 15:30 Swimming Workshop (Grade 5-7 ABC)
Close

Wednesday 1 December

Half Term

CLOSE

Public Holidays

RETURN
Tuesday 26 October
Friday 24 September (Heritage Day)

Thursday 21 October (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30)

ST MARY’S DSG 2022 CALENDAR (Updated March 2021)
TERM 1
(63 days)

TERM 2

Start
Close
Half Term

Public Holidays
School Holiday

Wednesday 12 January
Wednesday 13 April
Thursday, 24 February (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30)
Close
Tuesday, 1 March
Return
Monday 21 March (Human Rights Day)
Wednesday 4 May
Friday 5 August
Close
Friday 24 June (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30)
Return
Monday 4 July
Thursday 16 June (Youth Day)
Friday 17 June

Start

Tuesday 6 September

Close

Wednesday 7 December

Half Term

Close

Thursday 20 October (FP 11:00 and IP 11:30)

Return

Tuesday 25 October

Public Holidays
Start
Close
Half Term

(61 days)

TERM 3
(61 days)

Public Holidays

Junior School Channels of
Communication
Pastoral Matters
Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7)

Academic Matters
Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)
Deputy of Academics: Mrs L Whitelaw
lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za
Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)
Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver
tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za

Reception
Mrs C Mndau - 012 366 0501
cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za

Sport
Coach N Mothiba
nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za

Aftercare
Mrs D Masimula
dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za

PA to Junior School Principal
Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543
rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za

Boarding
Director of Boarding: Mrs P Dlungwana
pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za
Operational Matters—Boarding Office
Ms Lorraine Ndwambi
lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za

Covid Queries
Mrs J van der Merwe
jvandermerwe@stmarys.pta.school.za
Sr L du Plessis
lduplessis@stmarys.pta.school.za

Friday 24 September (Heritage Day)
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