10 January 2022

Message from Mrs Jennings
Dear Junior School Parents and Girls
A warm welcome to the beginning of a new school year. I am hopeful that 2022 will give us greater
opportunity to connect as a community more often and offer our girls a full academic, sport and cultural
experience. With all the 2s in 2022, may 2022 be 222 wonderful!

In honour of Ms Thelma Thembi Rasmeni
As shared with the community in the holidays, Ms Rasmeni, our Grade 1 Teacher
Assistant, passed away on the 29 December. This news is very hard to accept and will
still impact us in the days and weeks ahead as we miss her energy and participation
within our school. Thank you to her colleagues and a few parents who attended her
funeral on Saturday, 8 January. Her family appreciated the support. The Memorial
Service for Ms Rasmeni, hosted by St Mary’s DSG, has been scheduled to take place at
15:00 on Thursday, 20 January, in our school Chapel. We are still finalising the
arrangements and will share these in more detail with the community in our next
newsletter. The service will be recorded and will be available for the community to
view from Friday afternoon, the 21 January, for everyone unable to attend in person.
A book of tributes, which we would like to present to the family on Thursday, 20
January, will be available in the Junior School Reception for the community to sign from Wednesday, 12
January. You are welcome to create something with your daughter at home, which she can paste into the book
at school. Thank you for your ongoing support and care as we honour Ms Rasmeni.

Junior School Playground Project Phase 1
One of our 2022 goals is to systematically upgrade our school playground.
It is a little tired in places and we would like to include other adventurous
play opportunities for our girls from Grade 0 to Grade 7.
During the holidays, Ms Claudette Macioshek, a St Mary’s DSG alumnae,
designed and painted a new mural on the wall in the Grade 0 playground, a
space that is also shared by the other girls attending Art lessons in the
Creative Space. The design was inspired by the characters painted on the
walls on the Grade 0 veranda. The second aspect of the first phase of the
playground upgrade project was to create an indigenous, fairy garden.
Shadrack Plants, affiliated to Random Harvest Nursery, have created a
wonderful garden that is already attracting beautiful birds and butterflies
with spaces for the girls to explore and play. We are thrilled with the
outcome of this project and know our girls are going to enjoy this vibrant mural and enchanting garden.
If she believes in herself…she will fly.
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Gift in honour of the Class
Reps of 2021

#Connect
The first three days of the school year, the 12-14 January, will be
dedicated to the #Connect Orientation Programme. We know that if we
spend time in this first week connecting with your daughters and
establishing positive, healthy relationships that this year will be a
success. The teachers have designed a programme that will ensure the
girls will spend time getting to know their teachers and their teachers
getting to know them, as well as opportunities created to get to know
their peers. Over the three days the girls will meet with class/form and
subject teachers and time has also been set aside for individual
photographs to be taken as well as for the swimming trials to take place.
On Friday, the Grade 7 Class of 2022 will attend a Leadership Orientation
Workshop.

#BuildYourCore
Starting on Monday, 17 January, all the classes will focus on a
#BuildYourCore curriculum for the next two weeks. At the start of any
academic year, time is set aside for revision and this year is no different,
.
however, due to the impact of the pandemic there are specific skills and
concepts we would like to consolidate before proceeding with new work.
Teachers have met with the teachers in the previous grade to understand
the needs of the classes coming up to them in 2022 and the programme
has been designed accordingly. We look forward to two weeks of
learning fun in which all the girls develop confidence in the different
subjects which we know will set them up for greater success as the year
kicks off.

The decision was taken towards
the end of last year to thank the
parents who volunteer as Class
Reps by purchasing a legacy gift
in their honour. To celebrate the
service of the 2021 Class Reps, a
Mountain Karee tree was planted
in the Junior School playground.
As the tree grows it will offer
much needed shade on the playground for our girls. Thank you to
the parent volunteers of 2021, we
are grateful for your service to the
school last year.

School times 2022
Reminder that school starts promptly at 7:30 and all girls are expected at school by 07:20. All girls must be
screened on arrival and we ask that parents / guardians please make allowance for this and drop their
daughters at school in good time. The screening stations open at 06:45 for all the grades. Please assist us in
the morning by following a drop and go routine to help us manage traffic congestion. It is important that your
daughter arrives at school on time to give her time to settle ahead of the school day and connect with her
peers.
Please note that on a Tuesday, Grade 4-7 sport is included in the school day and the Grade 4-7 school day
will end at 14:30 on a Tuesday.
Collection times:
Please take note of the times your daughter(s) must be collected
from school. Aftercare closes at 18:00. Please take note of the
Aftercare arrangements published in this Newsletter.

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Grade
0

12:30

12:30

12:30

12:30

12:30

Grade
1-3

13:30

13:30

13:30

13:30

13:15

Grade
4-7

14:00

14:30

14:00

14:00

13:15

Stationery 2022
Stationery will be issued to girls during the first week of school. All covering and labelling requirements will be
shared by your daughter’s class and subject teachers.
If she believes in herself…she will fly.
2

10 January 2022

Plan for the first week
Tuesday, 11 January
All Grade 1-7 girls new to St Mary’s DSG this year and their parents are reminded to attend the New Girls’
Blessing and Tea at 14:30, starting in the School Chapel. Thank you to all the buddies that have volunteered to
assist us in welcoming the new girls. Please could all the buddies meet Mrs van der Merwe at 14:00 at the
Creative Space.
Wednesday, 12 January
Grade 0 parents, you are welcome to walk your daughter to class until Wednesday, 19 January. We
understand that it is a big adjustment for her joining our school and that she will need this extra support for
the first week. From Thursday, 20 January, our Grade 7s will be available to assist your daughter but we are
confident that she will manage quite independently after her first week.
Grade 1 & 4 parents are invited to screen with their daughters at the main gates and walk their daughters to
their classes for their first day of school. This is an opportunity for you to meet your daughter’s teacher and see
her classroom. We request that all COVID protocols are adhered to – mask wearing, sanitising and social
distancing – and that parents return to their cars by 07:30 for the school day to commence promptly.
Grade 5 & 6 girls to bring their swimming kit (black, navy or team swimming costume, red or DSG swimming
cap, towel) to school for swimming trials. All girls are expected to swim as this forms part of their Physical
Education water safety assessment.
Grade 0 & 7 girls will have their individual photographs taken. Your daughter must come to school in her
summer uniform.
Thursday, 13 January
Grade 2 & 5 parents are invited to screen with their daughters at the main gates and walk their daughters to
their classes for their second day of school. This is an opportunity for you to meet your daughter’s teacher and
see her classroom. We request that all COVID protocols are adhered to – mask wearing, sanitising and social
distancing – and that parents return to their cars by 07:30 for the school day to commence promptly.
Grade 3, 4, and 7 girls to bring their swimming kit (black, navy or team swimming costume, red or DSG
swimming cap, towel) to school for swimming trials. All girls are expected to swim as this forms part of their
Physical Education water safety assessment.
Grade 1-6 girls will have their individual photographs taken. Your daughter must come to school in her
summer uniform. Her photograph will be taken before her swimming session.
Friday, 14 January
Grade 3 & 6 parents are invited to screen with their daughters at the main gates and walk their daughters to
their classes for their third day of school. This is an opportunity for you to meet your daughter’s teacher and
see her classroom. We request that all COVID protocols are adhered to – mask wearing, sanitising and social
distancing – and that parents return to their cars by 07:30 for the school day to commence promptly.
Grade 2 girls to bring their swimming kit (black, navy or team swimming costume, red or DSG swimming cap,
towel) to school for swimming trials. All girls are expected to swim as this forms part of their Physical
Education water safety assessment.
Grade 7 girls will attend a Leadership Orientation workshop facilitated by Mrs Sikhosana. The roles,
responsibilities and opportunities of the Grade 7 leadership programme will be outlined during this workshop.
Grade 0 & 1 families are invited to pack their picnic baskets and join us on Friday evening at 17:00 for a picnic
to be hosted at the Rondavel near the school Tuckshop. This is a tradition we were not able to host last year
due to COVID and look forward to our Grade 1 and Grade 0 families getting to know each other as we
welcome our new Grade 0 families to our school.
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Saturday, 15 January
All parents are invited to attend the Grade 0-7 Parent Information Morning. Due to COVID restrictions, this
meeting will be held online as we did last year. Parents will be sent a link to a general meeting which will
commence at 09:00 after which you will attend a grade specific meeting, and the teachers of your daughter’s
grade, will share that link with you. This is an important meeting and every parent is encouraged to set aside
the time to attend so that everyone is well-informed ahead of the new school year.
Monday, 17 January
Grade 1-7 Extramural programme commences – please refer to the extramural timetables for further
information and please complete the online registration form with your daughter, which will be posted on the
D6 Communicator on Wednesday, 12 January.
Tuesday, 18 January
Parents are invited to attend the Parents Association AGM at 18:00. Further information will be shared by the
PA this week.
Wednesday, 19 January
Grade 7 parents are invited to screen with their daughters at the main gates and walk their daughters to their
classes and attend their Leadership Induction Service in the Chapel at 07:30. At this service, your daughter will
be given her leadership badge and she will commit to the role she will be fulfilling within our school this year.
This is an inaugural event for the Junior School and we look forward to the opportunity this will present for our
Grade 7 Class of 2022 as they embark on their leadership journey this year.

Aftercare programme
Aftercare supervision will continue at no extra cost until the schools’ extracurricular programme ends, after
which parents can enrol their daughters in Aftercare and the following fee structure will apply.
From 14:00-18:00
Monday to Friday
From 15:00-18:00
Monday to Friday
From 16:00-18:00
Monday to Friday

Grade 0
Grade 1-3
Grade 4-6

R4,640 per term
R110 per day for adhoc attendance
R3,760 per term
R80 per day for adhoc attendance
R2,900 per term
R55 per day for adhoc attendance

Grade 7s are to manage their own afternoon programme and do not require supervised care. All girls in Grade
0-6 will be enrolled in Aftercare if not collected within 15 minutes of the scheduled start time.
A penalty charge will be payable for any time spent after 18:00.
A reminder to please pack a healthy snack and a water bottle if you are planning on sending your daughter to
Aftercare. We are ensuring a strict NO hat, NO play policy to protect our girls from the harmful effects of the
sun.
Please note that NO Grade 0-3 girls are allowed to go down to the tuckshop. No sisters in Grade 4-6 are
allowed to purchase items for their sibling/s in Grade 0-3. Grade 4-6 girls need to let Mrs Mahowa know that
they are going to the tuckshop during Aftercare hours and they will then receive a ‘tuckshop’ tag from her.
Our extramural programme is scheduled to start on Monday, 17 January.
Planned
Aftercare
Activities:
Week 1: 12 - 14
January 2022

Grade
Grade 0
Grade 1-3
Grade 4-6

Wednesday’s Activity

Thursday’s Activity

Friday’s Activity

Freeplay on the playground
Art activities
Freeplay on the playground
Structured games

Freeplay on the playground
Puzzle building
Freeplay on the playground
Ball games and skipping ropes

Freeplay on the playground
Movie
Freeplay on the playground
Movie

Prepare for ‘Aftercare has Talent’
Music session

Present ‘Aftercare has Talent’
Freeplay on the playground

Freeplay on the playground
Movie
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Parent Volunteers and Class Reps 2022

Car Access Disks

Thank you to the parents who have volunteered to
fulfil the role of class rep in 2022. Any parent still
interested in being a class rep for their daughter’s
class/form class, please sign up on the volunteer
form - LINK

Car access disks are issued annually to ensure that our
security team can effectively monitor the people
entering our school property and in so doing offer
peace of mind for you as parents and us as staff.

We request parents to consider the different
opportunities available to volunteer to assist the
school, to get to know other parents/guardians and
for your daughter(s) to see you supporting her
school. Please follow the above link to view the
different opportunities available to choose from
and indicate where you will be able to get involved
and assist.
We are grateful for the number of parents who
have offered to get involved and we look forward
to partnering with you as we work together in the
best interest of the girls who attend our school.
Should parents have any queries during the year,
please do not hesitate to contact your class rep for
further clarity and assistance. Each class will set up
a broadcast WhatsApp group within the next week
to aid with communication.

Individual Photographs
Grade 0 and 7 photographs will be
taken on Wednesday, 12 January
and Grade 1-6 photographs will be
taken on Thursday, 13 January.
Please take note that sibling photos will not be
taken at this time but are scheduled to be taken
later in the year when team photographs are done.

Registrations for the car stickers are completed online
so that the school has a comprehensive record of which
cars have been issued stickers. Please look out for the
link on the D6 Communicator to register the vehicles
that will be used to transport your daughter to and
from school.
We appeal to you all to have this completed by the end
of January.

Cooked Lunch
As shared last year, hot lunches
will be offered again from 2022.
We had initially planned to
offer these as take-away
lunches but on review the
decision has been taken to offer these as sit down
lunches in the Refectory. We are confident that we can
manage the COVID protocols in this offering. It will also
be more environmentally friendly in the long run for us
not to rely on packaging when offering this service.
There are a number of logistics that need to be ironed
out first before we can commence this service for our
day girls. Hot lunches will be served from Monday, 31
January, and parents who sign their daughters up for
hot lunches for the term will be charged prorate for
Term 1. A letter will be posted on the D6
Communicator this week. Please register your
daughter on the link provided, should you wish her to
receive a hot meal daily in Term 1. Going forward,
registration will take place at the end of each term for
the coming term.

Swimming Trials

Private Music Lessons

Swimming trials will take place during
the school hours on the following days:

Should you be interested in
your daughter learning a
musical instrument this year,
the music teachers will be
available from 13:30 on Friday, 14 January, in the
PAC to book these music lessons with you.

- Wednesday, 12 January: Grade 5 & 6
- Thursday, 13 January: Grade 3, 4 and 7
- Friday, 14 January: Grade 2
See more information in the ‘Plan for the Week’ on
page 3 and 4.
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Junior School Calendar
Wed, 12 Jan

School starts
Value of the Week: Growth Mindset
#Connect
08:00 - 13:00 Grade 0 & 7 Individual Photos
09:00 - 09:30 Welcome Assembly (Grade 1-7)
09:30 - 13:00 Swimming Trials for Grade 5 & 6

Thurs, 13 Jan #Connect
08:00 – 13:00 Grade 1 - 6 Individual Photos
08:00 - 13:00 Swimming Trials for Grade 3, 4 & 7
Fri, 14 Jan

#Connect
07:30 – 13:30
08:00 – 13:00
13:30 – 16:30
17:00

Grade 7 Leadership Orientation Day
Swimming Trials Grade 2
Music Lesson Registration (PAC)
Grade 0 and 1 Family Picnic (Lawn next to Rondavel)

Junior School Channels of
Communication
Pastoral Matters
Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7)

Academic Matters
Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)
Deputy of Academics: Mrs L Whitelaw
lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za
Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)
Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver
tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za

Reception
Mrs C Mndau - 012 366 0501
cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za

Sport

Sat, 15 Jan

09:00 - 11:00 Junior School Information Morning (Online)

Sun, 16 Jan

Closed weekend for boarders

Mon, 17 Jan

#BuildYour Core
Value of the Week: Respect
All extramural activities start
07:30 - 08:00 Grade 0-7 Chapel Service

Tues, 18 Jan

Wed, 19 Jan

#BuildYour Core
18:00 – 19:30 Parents Association AGM
#BuildYour Core
07:30 – 08:00 Gr 7 Leadership Assembly (Grade 7 parents invited to
attend )

Thurs, 20 Jan #BuildYour Core
15:00 - 16:00 Memorial Service for Ms Thelma Rasmeni
Fri, 21 Jan

#BuildYour Core
14:30 - 17:30 Squash:: NJSA Ranking Tournament

Sat, 22 Jan

08:30 - 14:00 Squash:: NJSA Ranking Tournament

Coach N Mothiba
nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za

Aftercare
Mrs D Masimula
dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za

PA to Junior School Principal
Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543
rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za

Boarding
Director of Boarding: Mrs P Dlungwana
pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za
Operational Matters—Boarding Office
Ms Lorraine Ndwambi
lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za

Covid Queries
Mrs J van der Merwe
jvandermerwe@stmarys.pta.school.za

Sun, 23 Jan

Sr M Madihlaba
mmadihlaba@stmarys.pta.school.za

St Mary’s DSG Term Calendar - 2022
Please follow the link below for the 2022 calendar available on
the D6 School Communicator
372_resource_61dbd41133eca688984612.pdf (d6communicator.com)
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