08 April 2022

Message from Mrs Jennings
Dear Junior School Parents and Girls
In the past week a number of parents have reported incidents of an “accident waiting to happen” in our Junior School car park
as a result of the driving behaviour of parents. Mr Bokaba, one of our security guards, also sent me an email requesting that a
reminder be sent to all parents to reduce their speed and to give right of way to children needing to cross the pedestrian
crossings. Parents, I appeal to you once again to please adhere to the traffic rules on our campus and to follow the instruction
of the guards who are working to ensure the safety of all children and to manage the morning traffic. As a community, we
need to work together to ensure a safe environment for everyone.
At the Class Reps meeting held yesterday, parents acknowledged the dedicated and helpful role that Mr Sam Bokaba fulfils
daily in managing traffic and ensuring the safety of girls, staff and parents at the Junior School. Most parents share this view
and treat Mr Bokaba with the respect he is due, but unfortunately, some parents have shown a disregard to the work Mr
Bokaba is doing at our school on occasion. On the suggestion of one of the Class Reps, I spent time yesterday with Mr Bokaba
to find out more about the remarkable man who serves our school daily. I was inspired by what he shared with me and I hope
that this small snapshot will remind each one of us to look up from our busyness and to see and show gratitude for others in
our community.
How long have you worked at St Mary’s DSG?
29 years – I joined St Mary’s DSG in November 1993.
What motivates you to come to work every day?
Knowing that I will be protecting the children. Meeting people from different places.
Which DSG value is the most important one to you and why?
Respect. It is important to acknowledge and respect people as they are. If you respect a person
you automatically respect everything about them, including their belongings. Showing disrespect
kills somebody’s spirit. Respect needs to be applied to everyone, regardless of age or position. We, the adults in the school
community, have to role model good behaviour and manners for the girls to see. Their minds catch everything we do and say.
What makes you happy?
Being able to help others.
What makes you sad?
When I see parents shouting at their children in front of other children and parents. Discipline is important but you need to
choose when and where it takes place because tomorrow the children have to play together again.
Do you have a message for our community?
Please can parents label all their daughters’ belongings. It is important that we return all lost property to the correct person
and if it is labelled, parents can return items that accidentally come home with their daughter.
Please can parents reduce their speed when driving on our campus. Please can parents respect the three pedestrian crossings
and give right of way to the children walking to school.
Thank you Mr Bokaba for all that you do daily to look after our safety at the Junior School. We salute you.
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Intersen Phase Sport on a Tuesday
The main Grade 4-7 sport session on a Tuesday is from 13:15 to 14:30. Parents, please allow time for your daughters to walk up
from the sport fields and courts to the Junior School, before you fetch them. They should be at the Junior School gate by 14:45.
Protective Behaviours Parent Talk 11 April
Please meet us online on Monday, 11 April, at 18:00 for a talk by Hayley Walker, Board Member and Master Trainer of
Protective Behaviours Southern Africa. Protective Behaviours teaches personal safety skills and actively works towards
empowering children to make well-informed decisions about their own safety. The program is designed to making a child’s life
a trusting experience by increasing safety and preventing abuse and violence. The program aims to strengthen children’s
resilience as they grow and develop, so they can live adventurous lives, in a positive and informed way. All the girls from Grade
0-7 will be participating in this program at school next term and we invite all our parents to come and hear more about what
the programme will include. The meeting link will be shared on Monday, 11 April.
Aftercare will close at 16:30 on Tuesday 12 April
Once a term the staff have the opportunity to come together in fellowship with one another and celebrate all that has been
achieved in the past term at an end of term function. This event will be hosted on Tuesday, 12 April, at 17:00 at school. All staff
are invited and to give everyone the opportunity to attend, including our aftercare teachers, we ask that parents please make
the necessary arrangements to collect their daughters by 16:30 on this afternoon. Thank you in advance for giving our teachers
the chance to meet and connect as we close for the April Holidays.
Thank you to everyone in our community for a successful first term of 2022. I wish you all a restful and blessed April holidays.
Stay safe and we look forward to all the opportunities that await in the second term.

Best wishes

To all our Christian families
Wishing you
peace, love
and happiness
at Easter
and always.

Alison Jennings

To all our Muslim families
May this holy month of Ramadan
bring joy, prosperity, and peace in
your life.

Ramadan Mubarak to you and
your family.

We bid farewell to Shalom-Angel Mukoma and Nkosingiphile Xulu who
will be leaving our school next week. We thank these girls and their
families, for the individual contributions they have made while at DSG
and for enriching our lives in the time they spent as members of this
family. We wish them everything of the best
at their new schools.

We also bid farewell to Ms Grace Lockwood
who will be returning to the USA after spending three months at our school completing her teaching
practical. Ms Lockwood has become a loved member of our school community and has made a
significant impact in our Maths Department. We wish her well and know she is going to make a
difference wherever she chooses to teach.
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The Promise of Easter - Rev Vernon Foster
Nora Gallagher in her book Practicing Resurrection writes that we spend too much time discussing whether we believe
or don’t believe in the resurrection and by doing this, she thinks, we miss the point. In so many ways particularly as we
emerge from two years of varying degrees of lockdown, so many of us are longing for new life, essentially for the
experience of resurrection.
I guess that the women who arrived at the empty tomb on that first Easter morning really needed to practice
resurrection. They had gone to the tomb on that morning to attend to Jesus’ body. This was to be the last, loving service
they could do for their rabbi. They had witnessed Jesus’ death. They knew that there was no time for a proper burial. So
to complete the burial rite as their one last act of love for him, their hearts must have been heavy. Their life with Jesus,
whose call had been irresistible, whose service was like no other service they had ever known, was over. There must have
been fear mixed in with their grief. Not just the fear of death, but the fear that all their hopes and dreams had died along
with Jesus, that they too lay lifeless in the grave. This is what happens to love in the world. They had known perfect love
in Jesus, and the world had killed him. The world can be a cruel and frightening place.
In retrospect we now know that something amazing happened when they reached the tomb. When they arrived at the
tomb, they entered into the place of their deepest and darkest fears. They entered the very place of death and found
nothing, not even a body. We read that they were perplexed when they didn’t find the body, which is understandable
because they thought their story with Jesus was over and his dead body was the end. However, the angel reminded
them that this is not the end of the story, by saying to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not
here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to
sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.”
They needed to be reminded of the resurrection. "Remember how he told you." But then they needed to practice
resurrection. They needed to go and tell all this to all the rest of the disciples. They got the good news that Christ is risen
from the dead, and now they needed to change from people who perform rites for the dead to apostles who bear
witness to the living Lord. They needed to change from people who are scared to people who boldly proclaim that God’s
life is stronger than any death, that God’s love is stronger than any hate, that God’s peace is more powerful than human
violence.
So they practiced on the men. They told all they had seen and heard to the eleven and all the rest. And it must be said
that the men were a little slow and at first dismissed the words of the women as an “idle tale”. They eventually got it,
and, together with those first women, they became a courageous group of apostles who changed the world – if it wasn’t
for them we probably wouldn’t have our school. The good news of Easter is not only that Jesus has been raised from the
dead and lives now, but also that the power of the resurrection can transform our lives as well. But for transformation to
happen, we need not only to be reminded of resurrection, but also to practice resurrection. In other words, we are called
to be the courageous APOSTLES who change the world!
The promise of Easter is that we can change the world. We don’t need to go about looking for the dead among the living,
and we don’t need to go about living like the dead among the living. We need to be continuously reminded that the
resurrection is true over and over again. But we also need to live resurrection. The truth of Easter is that the promise of
new life doesn’t just await us in the future, but that we are able to live new lives, here and now, by the power of the
resurrection.
As we enter into this coming Holy week and the final week of the first term let us remember that there is more to the
first ‘long’ weekend of our holidays. It is more than just chocolates and good food – it is about new life and having it
abundantly. Have a very blessed Easter!!!!
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Autism Awareness Talk by Anja Job - Mrs T Molver
World Autism Month is celebrated in April all over the world.
On Friday, 8 April 2022, Mrs Job, a parent at our school, presented a
talk to the Junior School on ‘Invisible Differences’.
She spoke to children on the neurodiverse spectrum, how it feels for
them when their senses are heightened and they experience a
sensory overload, how they might react to this overload and ways
in which we can be kind to people who are feeling this way.
We would like to thank Mrs Job for providing the opportunity to
increase understanding and acceptance of people with invisible
differences.
If you would like to hear a recording of the presentation, please clink on the following link:
'Invisible differences' awareness talk-20220408_073219-Meeting Recording.mp4

REMINDER:
Tuesday, 12 April - Outdoor Classroom Day
Girls are to bring recycling from home to school.

Grade 0 - Rainbow Day
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Aftercare
Reminders:


Parents are not allowed in to fetch their daughter’s bags at Aftercare. Your daughter will bring her
own bags to the
Grade
Monday’s Activity
Tuesday’s Activity
Wednesday’s Activity
gate.



Aftercare ends at
16:30 on Tuesday,
12 April.

Aftercare hours:
Grade 0: 14:00-18:00
Grade 1-3: 15:30-18:00
Grade 4-6: 16:00-18:00

Grade 0

Aftercare
Activities:
Week 13:
11 - 13
April

Freeplay on the
playground

Freeplay on the
playground

Freeplay on the
playground

A variety of outdoor
activities

A variety of outdoor
activities

Aftercare has Talent

Grade 1-3

Grade 4-6

Freeplay on the
playground

Freeplay on the
playground

Music
Freeplay on the
playground

Music

Prepare for Aftercare
has Talent

Aftercare has Talent

Music

Prepare for Aftercare
has Talent

Aftercare has Talent

Music
Music

Please pack a snack and water/juice.

Girls may wear appropriate civvies

Cooked Lunch - Menu
11 April - 12 April
Monday

Tuesday

Piri Piri Chicken
Drumsticks
Savoury rice
Mixed salad
Salad platter
Fresh fruit
Cocktail rolls
Preserves

Vegetarian patties

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

SCHOOL CLOSES
EARLY

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Hamburgers
Lettuce, tomato &
onion
Salad platter
Fresh fruit

NO COOKED LUNCH

Hamburger buns
Preserves
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Sport Calendar
Friday
8 April

8 April - 14 April

U10 – U13

Hockey
Netball

Hockey Workshop
Netball Workshop

13:30 - 15:30
13:30 - 14:30 All defenders ( GK, GD)

U10 - U13
08:00 - 13:00

Squash

St Stithians Squash
Festival

1st Team

Grade 0

Ball Skills

Group 1: 12:30 - 13:00
Group 2: 13:00 - 13:30

Netball*

League matches

Hockey
Squash
Tennis

Normal practice

12:30 - 14:30

Squash

DSG & WHPS Holiday
Clinic

08:00 - 10:00

Squash

DSG & WHPS Holiday
Clinic

U10 – U13 A/B
13:00 – 15:00

Netball

League team practice

Grade 0

Grade 0

Ball Skills

Group 1: 12:30 - 13:00
Group 2: 13:00 - 13:30

U7 - U9
13:30 – 15:00

U7 - U9
13:30 – 15:00

Hockey

Normal Practice

U10 – U13 A/B
15:00 - 16:00

Netball

League team practice

Thursday
5 May

U10 – U13
14:00 - 15:30

Netball*
Hockey
Squash
Tennis

Saturday

U7 - U9
07:30 - 11:30

Saturday
9 April
Monday
11 April

*U10-U13 A&B Netball league matches

Tuesday
12 April

Wednesday
13 April
Thursday
14 April

U10 – U13
13:00 – 14:30

vs CBC at DSG,
Normal practice for C , D and E.

Term 2: 3 - 7 May
Tuesday
3 May

Wednesday
4 May

7 May

Normal practice

Mini Netball
Mini Hockey

*U10-U13 A&B Netball league matches
vs Laerskool Simon Bekker
at Laerskool Simon Bekker (14:00 - 16:30)

Festival

At St Mary’s DSG

NJSA Mixed Graded Junior Squash Tournament
Nhlalala and Nhlamulo Masingi took
on the whole field at the recent
NJSA Mixed Graded Junior Squash
Tournament. The draws had girls
and boys played against each other.
The sisters held the name of St
Mary's DSG high with a concerted
effort and good sportsmanship
throughout the event.
Parents Assistance - ST MARY'S DSG JUNIOR SPORT FESTIVALS PARENT SIGN-UP (office.com)
If she believes in herself…she will fly.
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Mini Netball and Hockey - Saturday, 2 April
We hosted a successful, first Mini Netball and Hockey Festival for the
season on 2 April. Thank you to all the coaches, supporting parents
and our energized players.
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Grade 4-7 Cultural Activities
Sign-Up for Term 2 2022

Parent Checklist

Dear Grade 4-7 Parents/Guardians
Please consult with your daughter as to
which cultural option/s she would like to
partake in. Please note that each girl must
participate in at least one culture per term.

✓

Consent for Protective Behaviours programmes
ProtectiveBehavioursConsent

Kindly click on the sign-up link below to
submit your daughter’s choices by latest
Sunday 10 April.

✓
✓

Grade 0 Sport and Cultural Sign-Up for Term 2
Grade 0 Sport Sign-up Season 2 & 3
Grade 0 Cultural Sign-up Term 2

✓

Consent for Grade 7 Annual Camp
Grade 7 Camp RSVP Link

✓

Consent for Grade 7 Outdoor Day Outing
Grade 7 Outdoor Day RSVP

✓

Grade 4-7 Term 2 ECA sign-up
Grade 4-7 Cultural Sign-Up Link

✓

Term 2 Cooked Lunch sign-up
Cooked Lunch Term 2 Sign-Up Link

Grade 4-7 Cultural Sign-Up Link
Protective Behaviours Programme
Dear Parents,
Please take the time to read the
communication regarding the Junior School
Protective Behaviours sent out last week.
There will be an online talk on Monday 11
April at 18:00 discussing the aspects
covered in the Protective Behaviours
programme that will run for the duration of
term 2. The link will be shared with all Junior
School parents on Monday.
Please give your consent for your daughter
to participate in this whole school
programme by completing this MSForm:

Additional Notes:


Term 2 will commence on Wednesday, 4 May, at 07:30.



Girls are to return in their winter school uniform. Please
take note of the school shop hours during the holidays
should you need to purchase new uniform for your daughter. These have been published on the D6 Communicator.



The extramural programme will start on Wednesday,
4 May.

ProtectiveBehavioursConsent

Covid Regulations Update
We were excited by the President’s announcement around the removal of Covid
Level restrictions and as of Monday 11 April
2022 the school will no longer be screening
students who enter the school. This is no
longer a requirement as stipulated in an
ISASA Communique to all schools. We do
request that parents please keep their children at home should they show any covid
symptoms. Masks will still need to be worn
when under roof and we encourage our girls
to continue to sanitise and wash their hands
frequently.

Grades 1 and 2 present
All Family and Friends

Tales can come to life
if you…
Just Imagine

Please join us!!

Thursday, 12 May
18h00
Diocesan Hall

Grade 1 and 2 Drama Evening
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Junior School Calendar
Saturday , 9 April

08:30 - 11:30
08:00 - 13:00

Junior School Channels of
Communication

Orchestra workshop in Aftercare
Squash: Junior 1st Team - St Stithians Squash Festival

Sunday, 10 April

Palm Sunday

Academic and Pastoral Matters

Monday, 11 April

Value of the Week: Integrity
Parent Talk (Online) - Protective Behaviours

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form (Gr 6&7) Teacher

Outdoor Classroom Day - Girls to bring recycling to
school
U10 - U13 Netball league match vs CBC:
(A&B at DSG, C&D friendly at CBC)
AFTERCARE CLOSES AT 16:30

Head of Intersen Phase: Mrs H Joseph

Tuesday, 12 April

18:00 - 20:00

13:00 - 14:30
16:30

11:00
11:30
Wednesday, 13 April
12:30 - 02:30
Thursday, 14 April 08:00 - 10:00

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)
hjoseph@stmarys.pta.school.za
Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)
Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver
tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za

Grade 0-3 close for Term 1
Grade 4-7 close for Term 1
Squash - DSG & WHPS Holiday Clinic at DSG
Aftercare available until 18:00

Reception
Mrs C Mndau - 012 366 0501
cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za

Squash - DSG & WHPS Holiday Clinic at DSG

Term 2
Tuesday, 3 May

13:00 - 15:00

U10 - U13 A&B Netball league team practice

14:00 - 15:00
15:00 - 16:00

School opens
Value of the week: Agility
Safety Network Week
Orchestra practice
U10 - U13 A & B Netball league teams practice

Wednesday, 4 May

Thursday, 5 May

Friday, 6 May

Saturday, 7 May

18:00 - 19:30

Safety Network Week
Class Reps Meeting (online)
U10 - U13 A & B Netball league matches vs Laerskool
Simon Bekker at Ls Simon Bekker
Parent Talk (Online) - Conversation on Bullying

07:30 - 08:30
13:30 - 15:30

Safety Network Week
Easter Mass
U10 - U13 Hockey League matches

07:30 - 11:30
07:30 - 11:30
08:00 - 11:00
09:00 - 11:00
09:00 - 12:00

Mini Hockey Festival at St Mary’s DSG
Mini Netball Festival at St Mary’s DSG
Trinity College London Theory Exam in PAC
Intersen Phase Choir Workshop in Chapel
Orchestra Workshop in Aftercare

08:00 - 09:00
13:45 - 18:00

Sunday, 8 May
Monday, 9 May

Sport
Coach N Mothiba
nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za

Aftercare
Mrs D Masimula
dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za

PA to Junior School Principal
Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543
rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za

Boarding
Director of Boarding: Mrs P Dlungwana
pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za
Operational Matters—Boarding Office
Ms Lorraine Ndwambi
lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za

Covid Queries
Mrs J van der Merwe
jvandermerwe@stmarys.pta.school.za

Mothers’ Day
18:00 - 19:30

Sr M Madihlaba

Music Concert in Diocesan Hall

EARLY CLOSURE
12 April: Aftercare closing at 16:30
13 April: School closing at 11:00 for Grade 0-3
School closing at 11:30 for Grade 4-7

ST MARY’S DSG 2022 CALENDAR
TERM 2 (61 days)
Start: Wed 4 May Close: Fri 5 August
Close: Fri 24 June (normal time) Return: Mon 4 July
Public Holidays: Thurs 16 June (Youth Day) ; Fri 17 June
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