14 January 2022

Message from Mrs Jennings
Dear Junior School Parents and Girls
It has been a wonderful start to the 2022 academic year. Thank you to all our staff, parents and girls for making
this week a happy and energy-filled return to school. The year promises to be a great one.

Staff news
Congratulations to Miss Suzanne Strydom on her appointment as Senior and Junior School
Swimming Coordinator and Junior School Physical Education Teacher. Miss Strydom was first
appointed as an intern in the Sports Department and in 2021 she was appointed to this position
with a fixed term contract while she completed her educational studies.
Congratulations to Ms Siphokazi Mtongana on her appointment as the Grade 6 & 7
Mathematics and Grade 7 History Teacher. Ms Mtongana has been teaching in the Junior
School on a part time basis for the past few years and will now return to the classroom full
time. She will continue her role as a Boarding House Mother in the Senior School.
Congratulations to Miss Mali Mkhize
on her appointment as the Junior
School Boarding House Mother. This
is a role she will fulfil in addition to
being a Grade 3 Class Teacher.

Congratulations to Mrs Fiona
Jadrijevic, our iHub Facilitator, on
completing her PGCE qualification
with distinction in 2021.

We welcome to our school Ms Keamogetse Moganedi. Ms Moganedi will be the Grade 5G locum teacher when
Mrs Greyling goes on maternity leave at the end of January. She has already joined our staff, is getting to know
the school and assisting us in different ways ahead of stepping into Mrs Greyling’s class.
We also welcome to our school Miss Grace Lockwood. Miss Lockwood is a student teacher from the USA who
will be assisting us in the Intersen Phase for the term.
Best wishes

Alison Jennings
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Grade 4-7 name badges
In our continued efforts to acknowledge each staff member and girl by name, all girls in Grade 4-7 have been
issued a name badge that is to be worn with their school uniform, not their sports uniform. The badge must
either be worn on the collar of their dress or the lapel of their blazer. Please ensure that your daughter is
wearing her badge when she comes to school. Due to the class teaching structure in Grade 0-3 and the greater
need for free play in this phase of the girls’ education, name badges will not be issued in the Foundation
Phase. Should your daughter lose her badge, you will be charged for a replacement badge.

School times 2022
Reminder that school starts promptly at 7:30 and all girls are expected at school by 07:20.
The screening stations open at 06:45 for all the grades. Please assist us in the morning by
following a drop and go routine to help us manage traffic congestion. It is important that your daughter
arrives at school on time to give her time to settle ahead of the school day and connect with her peers.
Please note that on a Tuesday, Grade 4-7 sport is included in the school day and the Grade 4-7 school day
will end at 14:30 on a Tuesday.
Collection times:
Please take note of the times your daughter(s) must be collected
from school. Aftercare closes at 18:00. Please take note of the
Aftercare arrangements published in the previous Newsletter.

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Grade
0

12:30

12:30

12:30

12:30

12:30

Grade
1-3

13:30

13:30

13:30

13:30

13:15

Grade
4-7

14:00

14:30

14:00

14:00

13:15

Introducing Ntsiki Gumbe - Deputy Chairperson of the Governing Body
"Giving from a cup overflowing with blessings".
I joined the DSG family when my daughter, Nangamso Gumbe, started high school in 2009. In 2012 I was
asked to serve on the Outreach Advisory Board. I did not hesitate to take on this task because of my
passion to provide support and opportunities to those who may find themselves in less privileged
circumstances, so they are able to realise their full potential.
In 2017 I was elected by the Anglican Diocesan Synod to be its representative on the Governing Body. I
accepted this role because I wanted to use my skills and experience to serve the school in its decision-making structure. My role in
the GB included serving in the Interim Transformation Committee (ITC). The overall aim of the ITC has been to review all the
relevant governance structures and policies of the school, with a particular focus on transformation and diversity, in order to achieve
the objective of being an inclusive and diverse school that provides a home of beauty, safety and vibrance for all. In 2021 I was
elected as the Chairperson of the Outreach Advisory Board – now known as St Mary’s DSG Aganang Programme.
In my new role as the Deputy Chairperson of the Governing Body, one of the things I am looking forward to is working with a team
of people who bring with them various experiences and a commitment to collectively work together with all the members of the
school’s community to encourage and nurture healthy relationships amongst all of us.
I worked in the education and training policy development field for over 16 years. During this time, I was involved in the
development of policies and programmes that sought to address issues of transformation including, access to education and
training opportunities, particularly for those who were denied access previously because of race, background, geographical location,
and other factors.
I am now a Social Entrepreneur. I work with organisations that support young people in under-resourced communities with gaining
skills that would enable them to become self-reliant human beings, capable of realising their dreams and reaching their full human
potential – physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually – so they are able to make a meaningful contribution to their
communities and society at large.
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Parent’s Association update
The AGM scheduled for Tuesday, 18 January, has been postponed until after the PA Welcome Cocktail Party.
Please diarise Tuesday, 15 February, for this meeting.
All parents are invited to the PA Welcome Cocktail Party to be held on Friday evening, 28 January. An
invitation will be sent out within the week and everyone is requested to assist the PA with their planning by
completing the RSVP for the event. Please save the date – we would like to see as many of you there as
possible. Weather permitting, the event will be hosted outside and all Covid protocols will be met.

Traffic congestion
The first few days of the school
year are always the busiest in the
school carpark as many parents
(sometimes two cars per family)
arrive to drop off their daughters
and with the various grades
walking into class each day, parents
have parked for longer than the
normal routine. Thank you for your
patience this week – we are aware
of the congestion in the carpark.
Please be reminded of the
following options you have when
arriving at the school. As far as possible, please drop and go to
help us alleviate congestion.

Option1: Arrive at the main gate on Duxbury and turn left up to
the Junior School.
Option 2: Arrive at the main gate on Duxbury and turn right and
park at the tennis courts and your daughter can walk up through
the school to the Junior School.
Option 3: Arrive at the Lunnon Road entrance and park at the
Tuckshop and your daughter can walk up through the school to
the Junior School.
Option 4: Arrive at the Boundary Road entrance and park just
outside the gate (or you can drive to the Tuckshop) and your
daughter can walk up through the school to the Junior School.

The above gates can all be used as exit gates and an additional
exit point is through the Junior School teacher’s parking area onto
Jan Shoba Street.
We will continue to monitor the situation and make the necessary
adjustments as trends develop. Please continue to be respectful
of other parents as we manage the traffic flow in the mornings
and the afternoons.

In honour of
Ms Thelma Rasmeni

A reminder to all parents of the book
of tributes in the Junior School
Reception that can be signed this
week. Thank you the staff and parents
who have already made their
contribution in memory of Ms
Rasmeni. The book will be handed to
the family at the Memorial Service on
Thursday, 20 January.
Parents are invited to attend the
Memorial Service at 15:00 on
Thursday, 20 January. Seating is
limited to 100 people in the Chapel and
will be available on a first come first
served basis. Thank you for your
understanding as we manage all Covid
protocols on the day. Everybody
attending will be screened at the Junior
School Reception on entry. The service
will be recorded and will be available
on the school website on Friday
afternoon, 21 January, for everyone
unable to join us in person. Children
wishing to attend the service must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
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Swimming
The swimming team lists will be put up at the Sports office on Monday, 17 January.
Grade 4-7 swimmers must visit the Sports Office on Monday morning to see in which teams they have been
placed. Swimming training for Grade 4-7 swimmers will only start on Tuesday, 18 January.
Grade 0-3 swimming training for all swimmers will commence on Monday afternoon.

Aftercare programme
Aftercare supervision will continue at no extra cost until the schools’ extracurricular programme
ends, after which parents can enrol their daughters in Aftercare.
Grade 7 parents - please communicate with your daughter as to the time you will be collecting
her from school so that she can make her way to Aftercare from the allocated Grade 7 area near
the Creative Space timeously for pickup.
A few reminders:
•
•

Hats are compulsory. No hat, no play!
Girls need to leave Aftercare in their full school uniform or PE kit (socks and shoes need to be worn)

Planned Aftercare Activities: Week 2: 17 - 21 January 2022

Grade

Monday’s Activity

Tuesday’s Activity

Wednesday’s Activity

Thursday’s Activity

Friday’s Activity

Grade
0

Freeplay on the
playground
Indoor Games

Freeplay on the
playground
Art

Freeplay on the
playground
Skipping ropes and
hula-hoops

Freeplay on the
playground
Story

Freeplay on the
playground
Movie

Freeplay on the
playground
Tin challenge

Freeplay on the
playground
Indoor Games

Freeplay
Legusha (stockings)
and Tin Challenge

Sepedi challenge

Grade
1-3

Freeplay on the
playground
Legusha (stockings)

Grade
4-6

Reading- Sepedi
book

Freeplay on the
playground
Story telling/ Reading

Aftercare has Talent

Freeplay on the
playground
Movie

.

Freeplay on the
playground
Movie

Aftercare billing in 2021
Please take note of the following points regarding the billing procedures to be followed in the afternoon.
•

If you have two or more daughters at our school, the youngest daughter follows the eldest daughter’s
aftercare times. This is to ensure that parents can plan their day and only come to school for one
afternoon pickup.

•

If your daughter is staying for a paid afternoon activity in the late session of the extramural
programme, she will not be charged for aftercare on that day while she waits to go to her session as
she is still completing her extramural programme.

To assist us in our planning, please can all parents complete the Aftercare Registration Form for the year.
Should your situation change during the course of the year, please email our Head of Aftercare, Mrs Doreen
Masimula, to inform her of your situation.
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Junior School Calendar
Sat, 15 Jan

09:00 - 11:00 Junior School Information Morning (Online)

Sun, 16 Jan

Closed weekend for boarders

Mon, 17 Jan

#BuildYour Core
Value of the Week: Respect
All extramural activities start
07:30 - 08:00 Grade 0-7 Assembly

Junior School Channels of
Communication
Pastoral Matters
Class (Gr 0-5) or Form Teacher (Gr 6&7)

Academic Matters
Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)
Deputy of Academics: Mrs L Whitelaw
lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za
Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)

Tues, 18 Jan

#BuildYour Core
18:00 – 19:30 Parents Association AGM Postponed

Wed, 19 Jan

#BuildYour Core
07:30 – 08:00 Gr 7 Leadership Induction Chapel Service (Grade 7
parents invited to

Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver
tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za

Reception
Mrs C Mndau - 012 366 0501
cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za

Sport

Thurs, 20 Jan #BuildYour Core
15:00 - 16:00 Memorial Service for Ms Thelma Rasmeni

Coach N Mothiba
nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za

Fri, 21 Jan

#BuildYour Core
14:30 - 17:30 Squash: NJSA Ranking Tournament

Sat, 22 Jan

08:30 - 14:00 Squash:: NJSA Ranking Tournament

Aftercare
Mrs D Masimula
dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za

Sun, 23 Jan

PA to Junior School Principal

Mon, 24 Jan

Value of the Week: Generosity of Spirit
07:30 - 08:00 Grade 1-7 Chapel Service

Tues, 25 Jan

#BuildYour Core
14:15 - 15:30 Junior Basketball: Trials U10-U13

Wed, 26 Jan

Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543
rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za

Boarding
Director of Boarding: Mrs P Dlungwana
pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za

#BuildYour Core
07:30 - 13:00 Grade 7 visit to the Senior School
07:30 - 08:00 Grade 1-7 Assembly

Operational Matters—Boarding Office
Ms Lorraine Ndwambi
lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za

Thurs, 27 Jan #BuildYour Core
14:15 - 15:30 Junior Basketball: Trials U10-U13
Fri, 28 Jan

Covid Queries
Mrs J van der Merwe
jvandermerwe@stmarys.pta.school.za

#BuildYour Core
13:30 - 16:00 Swimming Galas TBC
18:00
Parents’ Association Cocktail Party for all parents

Sr M Madihlaba
mmadihlaba@stmarys.pta.school.za

Communication on D6 School Communicator:
•

Meeting link to join the Parent Information Morning on
Saturday, 15 January

•

Grade 1-7 Extramural Sign-Up

•

Daygirl Lunch Registration

•

Car Access Disks

St Mary’s DSG Term Calendar - 2022
Please follow the link below for the 2022
calendar available on the
D6 School Communicator
372_resource_61dbd41133eca688984612.pdf
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