If she believes in herself...

she will ﬂy

...

Built on the christian (anglican) faith, shared values,
holistic excellence, and deep tradition…

vision
St Mary’s DSG aims to empower conﬁdent yet humble women of
Integrity and character to serve our nation and the world.

mission
• to be a community where care, compassion and service abound,
internally and externally.
• to search for academic excellence through hard work, critical
thinking, creativity and innovation.
• to offer a wide variety of opportunities in sport and culture,
deliberately exposing learners to life and leadership.
• to use information technology effectively to enhance learning and
prepare learners for the unknown future.
• to provide a home of beauty, safety and vibrancy for all.
• to exercise exemplary environmental responsibility.
• to be known for the expertise and conﬁdence of our alumnae.

serious roots
some things must not change

The ﬁrst Anglican Bishop of Pretoria, Bishop Bousﬁeld, established St Mary's DSG in 1879. From 1905 to 1975 the
school was run and cared for by the Sisters of the Community of St Mary the Virgin (CSMV) whose mother house
remains in the town of Wantage in England.
The inﬂuence of the CSMV in the school remains deeply rooted and the relationship remains strong. The role of
the Chapel is central in the life of the school both geographically and functionally. Two chaplains tend to the spiritual
needs of the school community.
Girls of all denominations and religions are welcome at the school. Attendance at chapel services and Divinity lessons
is obligatory.
Deep traditions continue year by year: the ringing of the Angelus bell at midday calling all to prayer; the sacriﬁcial giving of
the school during Lent, especially in the knitting of blankets for the poor; a strong competitive House system providing a
smaller internal home for the girls; the Anglo Catholic tradition at the celebration of The Eucharist; and strong support of
Irene Homes (also a CSMV project) are examples that spring to mind.

seriously

South African
who we are and
what we need to do
St Mary's DSG recognises the privilege it enjoys and the responsibility it
carries to contribute to a better nation. We support the Preamble to the
Constitution of our nation which calls upon us to heal the divisions of the
past, lay the foundations for democracy, improve the quality of life of all
and build a united South Africa.
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seriously

smart
differently gifted but singularly academic
St Mary's DSG is serious about education in general and about academic
preparation in particular. Yet the rigour with which learners are prepared, the
industry of our girls which is a hallmark of the school, the quality of the educators
and their passion for their jobs, underpin this side as a real strength of the school.
An extensive formal support system is in place and informal help from educators is
always available.

A few selected Grade 10 girls will get the opportunity for exchanges to Australia
and Germany (at present).

We strive to remain at the forefront of technology and St Mary's DSG is a
Microsoft and Smart Showcase school. Every girl in the Senior School is required
to have a laptop, which is used extensively, often in conjunction with a deeply
resourced intranet. For example, video clips of almost the entire Mathematics
curriculum are available for girls to reinforce work done in class. The school is
wirelessly linked and operates through an extremely tight ﬁrewall giving protection
to our girls. To enhance teaching, the Junior School utilises banks of iPads,
whereby girls can express and reﬂect their creative and critical understanding of
the world.

Subjects offered in Grade 12 are: English, (Advanced Programme English),
Afrikaans, French, Sepedi, Zulu (in 2019), Mathematics, Mathematical Literacy,
(Advanced Programme Mathematics), History, Geography, Life Science, Physical
Science, Consumer Studies, Information Technology, Visual Art, Dramatic Arts,
Music, Business Studies, Accounting and Life Orientation.

Excellent facilities and provision of everything necessary for a school such as ours
is the priority of the Governing Body which makes generous sums available in the
annual budgets. Academic provision is the ﬁrst priority. Regular tours to exotic
places (such as India, Nepal, Borneo, Russia, Europe, Galapagos, and the USA)
are arranged, and local trips reinforcing the curriculum frequently take place.
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The National Senior Certiﬁcate examinations are written under the auspices of
the Independent Examinations Board (the IEB) whose credentials as an examining
body are internationally respected.

The curriculum is enhanced by a tailor-made programme with weekly short
sessions. In Grade 8 our own Read, Think, Write programme was implemented
to enhance academic literacy, in Grade 9 we focus on “Identity”, in Grade 10 on
“Service,” in Grade 11 on “Leadership,” and in Grade 12 on “Purpose.”
The Junior School from Grades 4-7 has enriched learning opportunities by the
introduction of modules of Coding, Philosophy, Creative and Critical thinking and
Entrepreneurship. Grades 0-3 have an enhanced Life Skills curriculum which
includes themes focusing on development of Natural and Social Science skills.

serious

about culture
creativity, passion and performance

Almost professionally performed House Plays, musicals, major productions,
dance and choreography, physical theatre, Inter-House Music, Choirs,
Orchestras and Afrika Phenduka (our marimba ensembles) give any girl the
opportunity to display her musical and dramatic talent. Our Drama department,
well-equipped hall, and the Performing Arts Centre are vibrant hubs of activity
at almost any time of day. Private music lessons are available to any pupil
wishing to progress musically. Specialist musicians often take Music to matric
level. A beautiful and tranquil space provides an ideal place for artistic creativity.
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serious

about sport
healthy, happy, competitive

Physical activity is essential for health and consequently all girls are expected to take part in a school
sport. To lose with dignity and win with humility are essential life lessons, as is using the talents we have
been given to the best of our ability.
Swimming, Hockey, Netball, Basketball, Squash, Tennis, and Volleyball are offered by the school with
top class facilities and coaching. An Equestrian Team also represents the school. The Junior School also
offers athletics.
Inter-House competitions give further opportunity to shine. Numerous girls are selected for provincial
colours, and national selection at various age groups is not uncommon.
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seriously

at home
time to work; time to play….good friends, good food

St Mary's DSG has boarding space for up to 200 boarders. Provision is made for a small
number of Junior School boarders. Staffed by a Director of Boarding, six House Mistresses
and six stooges, an exceptionally strong sisterhood prevails. Many boarders from other
countries stay in except for holidays and half terms, while others may go home on
weekends. Junior School boarders must go home on weekends. Recreational activities are
arranged. Safety and security protocols are excellent. Senior School boarders make up
40% of the Senior School, and as such they are a very important constituent in the success
of the school. Catering, under the supervision of a dietician, is superior, and vegetarians
are catered for as are other similar common dietary requirements. Well-qualiﬁed nurses
are on duty. Laundry is done on the school premises. A small number of rooms are kept
aside for day girls who need temporary boarding for whatever reason.
A large and busy aftercare facility assists Junior School families from Monday to Friday.
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serious

about caring
It is more blessed to give than to receive

Pastorally the school operates on a Grade system with a Grade Head directing the activities of a group of tutors
each of whom have charge of roughly 20 girls. Pastoral meetings with our team of professional psychologists are
held regularly and every girl in the school comes under scrutiny. Professional advice is given for subject choices
in Grade 9. The Chaplains offer an additional tier of support, but indeed any and every member of staff will be
able to counsel and advise appropriately. A dedicated Career Counsellor is also available.
Care for the greater community has always been a hallmark of St Mary's DSG. The Grade 10 Debutante year
focuses on Service, fundraising for charities and entrepreneurial lessons. The School supports 12 charities in cash
and kind, generously providing blankets, clothing, shoes, and food whenever called upon. The chief beneﬁciary
remains Irene Homes, which was also a CSMV initiative. In the Junior School, House charities instil social
responsibility which remains for future years.
Caring for the environment is high on our agenda. A very effective Eco Schools initiative is followed and the
school houses its own recycling centre. The School is working towards its WESSA Gold status and was recently
awarded its Green WESSA ﬂag.
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