
30 December 2016 

Dear St Mary’s DSG Community

2016 National Senior Certificate results

Introduction

The release of  matric  results  is  an invidious  task.  They are important  to  reassure past,
present and future parents and learners, that academic standards remain highly competitive,
but fail to take into account the relative strength of the matric group or the admissions policy
of the school.

It would be fair to say that while the learners at the top of the 2016 group were as good as
ever, this group had less girls than in the last few years. Thus it was that the class of 2016
and the staff had to work exceptionally hard to get the very best results they could. The jump
between their “mock matric” results and the final results just released, point to excellent final
effort preparation from both parties. 

I also wish to reinforce our policy that we accept learners who we anticipate will cope with
the standards of the school, knowing that our educational offering is not just academic and
should not be the preserve of the academic elite.

The results

81  of  the  83  candidates  achiveved  a  BD pass,  the  minimum result  necessary  to  enter
university  for  a  Bachelor’s  Degree.  This  97.5% rate  compares  very  favourably  with  the
87.6% average of the IEB nationally. Due to ill-health two candidates did not qualify for a
result, but both qualify for supplementary exams and we will only know our final statistics
when these are written.

132 distinctions were achieved.

The top achievers were in terms of number of distinctions are:

Tamara Ricci 9 distinctions. Tamara is on the IEB “Outstanding” list
Georgia Janisch 7 distinctions
Inge Lubbe 7 distinctions
Megan Williams 7 distinctions
Thato Aphane 6 distinctions



Olivia Jephson 6 distinctions
Chloe Moumakwa 5 distinctions

There are many other results which simply in terms of  exceeding expectations are just as
noteworthy, and bring as great a delight to us all.

Details per subject (excluding AP MAths and AP English)

Subject St Mary’s DSG average IEB National Average
English 72.05 69.69
Afrikaans 68.39 63.86
Mathematics 65.25 65.14
Mathematical Literacy 73.69 75.41
Physical Science 63.67 62.34
Life Science 70.26 67.76
History 72.28 69.69
Geography 68.28 64.13
Drama 74.80 75.38
Music 89.25 71.63
Visual Art 78.82 69.37
Sepedi 68.63 68.90
French 74.12 72.58
Accounting 68.41 63.14
Business Studies 73.53 65.07
Information Technology 71.98 71.07
Consumer Studies 65.11 64.86
Life Orientation 73.50 73.26

Conclusion

I am well pleased with these results. Both the students and the staff are to be congratulated
on their efforts. Of course these results will  be meaningless unless our “daughters of the
King”  now use these results to continue developing themselves in order to make the world a
better place. Only then will we know whether they are truly educated.

Best wishes

The Revd Canon Angus Paterson
(Head of School)


